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Why should you care?

ÅThe Smalltalk world is awash in open source 
packages

ÅMost of these packages are developed on Squeak 
or Pharo

ÅSqueak and Pharo are not VA Smalltalk
Á Some amount of work is required if you want to run these 

packages on VA Smalltalk
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Whatôs already done

ÅPortability layer packages
ÁGrease - Core and Grease - <platform>

ÅVerification tool packages
ÁGrease - Slime and Seaside - Slime

ÅExport tool package
ÁVAPackageExporter and VAPatchsetExporter
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Whatôs left for you to do?

ÅFind a useful package

ÅVerify that it can be ported
ÁUse Slime for checking and rewriting

ÅExport from Pharo in VA Smalltalk friendly format
ÁUse VAPackageExporter

Å Import into VA Smalltalk

ÅTest the result
ÁUse SUnit

Å ** Repeat until correct **

ÅMake the ported package available

ÁUse VAStGoodies.com
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Finding a useful package

ÅGoogle is your friend

ÅSo is www.squeaksource.com

ÅSo is www.sourceforge.net

ÅSo is code.google.com

http://www.squeaksource.com/
http://www.sourceforge.net/
http://code.google.com/
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Use Slime

ÅSlime is a Smalllint extension

Á Identifies non -portable classes

Á Identifies and rewrites non -portable methods

Á Identifies and rewrites deprecated Seaside idioms
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Exporting from Pharo

ÅTool is part of a package to export Monticello 
based Squeak source code to various other 
Smalltalk dialects

ÅPackageExporter originally written by Avi Bryant

ÅJohn O'Keefe made VAPackageExporter subclass

ÅLukas Renggli and Adriaan van Os made 
VAPatchsetExporter subclass to export 

differences

ÁNo updates with unchanged code

ÁNo unnecessary scratch editions

ÅJohn O'Keefe did further enhancements
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Approach

ÅMonticello organization based loosely on Package 
naming conventions

ÅVA Smalltalk organization based strictly on 
Application and Subapplications

ÅMapping needed

ÁPackage becomes Application

ÅAll extension methods go here

ÁSubpackages become Subapplications

ÅAll class definitions go here

Á#loaded and #removing methods generated
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Using VAPackageExporter

ÅExporting full package
VAPackageExporter

fileOutPackageNamed: aString

ÅExporting package delta
VAPackageExporter

fileOutPackageNamed: aString

deltaFrom: aVersionString

ÅExamples
VAPackageExporter

fileOutPackageNamed: óGrease - Coreô

VAPackageExporter

fileOutPackageNamed: óGrease - Coreô

deltaFrom: óobi.630 ô
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Importing into VA Smalltalk

ÅUse Application Manager

Applications -> Import/Export -> File In é

ÅUse a workspace script
EmFileOutInterface fileInSourceFrom: 

(CfsReadFileStream open: óaFilenameString ô)
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Porting Problems

ÅApplication prerequisites

ÁGenerated prerequisites may be incorrect

ÁLook at the class GRPackage for predefined 

dependencies

ÁLook at VAPackageExporter class>>prerequisites 

for hardcoded prerequisites

ÁTrial and error experimentation
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Porting Problems (cont.)

ÅHandle incompatibilities
ÁExample: aNumber asInteger

ÅSqueak truncates

ÅVA Smalltalk rounds (ANSI)

ÅPossible solution: aNumber rounded
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Porting Problems (cont.)

Å If at all possible, fix the reference implementation

Á If you fix the port, you will have to remember to refix it 
again and again

ÁDiscuss with the maintainer

ÁDo it yourself (itôs open source, isnôt it?)
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Share your code

ÅVAStGoodies provides a VA Smalltalk code 
repository for Open Source projects

ÅFirst available VA Smalltalk Seaside application

ÁDeveloped primarily by Adriaan van Os and Ernest 
Micklei 

ÁHosted by Nationaal Spaarfonds (thanks to Louis 
Andriese)
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VAStGoodies Structure
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Import from VAStGoodies
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Import from VAStGoodies (cont.)
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Annotations

ÅMeta data of you project

ÁLicense information

ÁURLs to help to building a community around your 
project

ÁSome additional information used to populate pages at 
VAStGoodies.com

ÅPay attention to the license

ÁBe clear, or companies won't use it

ÁChoose one, or companies won't use it

ÁKeep it simple, choose MIT
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Edit Project Annotations
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Edit Project Annotations (cont.)
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Export to VAStGoodies


